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Dear Dr. Lederbergr 

Thank you for your oomnents on our paper entitled: "The utilira- 
tion of some organic compounds by one rtrain eaah of S. anatum, 
s;)6;anienbur&, and g. pullorwn, " J. Bact. 69(6)~361-r66m 

The organism requiring thiamine should have been S. 
-t=- but in the prooess of preparation for publioation, i RI 

aocidentally transposed as 5 pullorum. 

I quite agree with your oommenfs regarding the importance of 
diotinguishing betueen the availability of a carbon oompound 
as an energy aouroe in a spthetio medium on the basis of its 
metabolic utilirability and the speoific growth requirements 
of an organism. Metzger'r result8 with pantothenate and 
Pseudomonas rp. (J. Bact. 643X%, 1947) appear to show that 
dirtinotion. Further work along suah lines would indeed be 
desirable if w are to obtain a clear picture of the role of 
various rubstances in the nutrition of microorganisms. 

Supplemental studies on the speeifio growth factors required by 
;~~~~~o;;e;~rai.n are contemplated, if we are to continue 

Sincerely yours, 

Pmnk Davis, Baoteriologirt 
aicrobiology Researoh Division 


